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^^"ig 


V 


n 

Si 


^^VTs 


Portabl 
SELF  -  FEI 

...    FOR      S 


-    °  8  85  1  $ 


EEP 


LAN     No.5914 

(  /  -SHEET ) 


Farm  flocks  rotationally  moved  between  two  or  more 
pastures,  and  range  sheep  confined  to  fenced  pastures  or 
to  fresh  grazing  lands,  may  he  supplementally  fed  from 
the  light-weight  feeder  illustrated  above  and  detailed  on 
the  back  of  this  sheet.  Sheep— even  ewes  with  suckling 
lambs— on  good  pasture  require  no  supplemental  feed. 
However,  this  feeder  can  be  used  both  as  a  stand-by  for 
maintaining  sheep  in  good  flesh  when  pasture  is  poor  and 
as  a  self-feeder  for  fattening  lambs.  When  used  with 
range  sheep  in  California,  the  feeder  performed  satisfac- 
torily, and  it  is  a  popular  design  in  that  State. 

This  feeder  can  be  used  to  feed  either  pellets  or  a 
ground  grain  ration.  However,  for  self-fed  lambs  or 
ewes,  a  pelleted  ration  consisting  of  about  Vi  concen- 
trates and  %  roughage  is  superior  to  a  self-fed  ground 
grain  mixture.  In  addition  to  the  labor  saved  in  self- 
feeding  a  pelleted  ration,  the  lambs  usually  make  better 
gains  with  less  feed  per  pound  of  gain  than  they  make 
when  hand-fed  with  grain  and  hay. 

A  self-fed  pelleted  ration  also  insures  an  adequate  diet 
for  each  lamb.  This  is  important  because  lambs  will  not 
balance  their  own  diet  when  offered  a  free-choice  be- 
tween concentrates  and  roughage. 

Washington,  D.C. 


Lambs  may  die  from  over-eating  if  they  are  abruptly 
put  on  a  self-feeder— especially  when  the  feeder  contains 
only  a  heavy  concentrate  without  hay.  An  ample  supply 
of  roughage  during  the  period  when  lambs  are  starting  to 
eat  from  the  self-feeder,  reduces  the  danger  of  death 
from  over-eating. 

Plywood  gussets,  ends  and  sides,  and  a  tempered 
hardboard  top  makes  the  feeder  relatively  light,  rugged, 
and  easy  to  build.  It  can  be  built  with  the  sizes  of  ma- 
terial commonly  carried  in  building  material  dealers' 
stocks. 


Large-scale  working  drawings  may  be  obtained  through 
your  count)'  agent  or  from  the  Extension  agricultural  engi- 
neer at  most  State  agricultural  colleges.  There  is  usually  a 
small  charge. 
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If  the  large-scale  drawings  are  not  available  in  your  State, 
write  to  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Agricultural 
Engineering  Research  Division,  Plant  Industry  Station, 
Beltsville,  Md.  The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  does 
not  distribute  drawings,  but  will  direct  you  to  a  State  that 
does  distribute  them. 
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